
VOLUNTEER NURSES NEEDED FOR 
PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCIES IN OUR COMMUNITIES 

Fact Sheet and Sign-Up Information for Nurses 
  

I. Purpose 
• The Montana Healthcare Mutual Aid System (MHMAS) is 

establishing a network of actively licensed LPN, RN, or APRN volunteer 
nurses, willing and ready to respond to natural and manmade disasters, 
including bioterrorism, earthquakes, fires and other unforeseen emergency 
events that could occur in our communities.   

• This system (formally known as the Nurse Alert System) will 
link nurses to opportunities for disaster-related education and short term 
service.   

• The Montana Nurses' Association (MNA), Montana Board of 
Nursing (MT BON), Montana Department of Public Health and Human 
Services (MT DPHHS), Indian Health Service, Billings Area, Montana 
Hospital Association (MHA) and American Red Cross of Montana (ARC) 
recognize the need for one notification and response system that links 
retired and active nurses to community needs. 

• This password protected website and secure database will only 
be used for disaster events. A nurse can update personal information, 
change their volunteer preferences, or withdraw their name from the 
system at any time.   

  
     II.       Examples of Some Areas of Need for Disaster Nurse Volunteers   

• American Red Cross Well Population Shelters  - The 
American Red Cross (ARC) provides training to volunteers who agree to 
work in well-person shelters. 

• Mass Clinics  - County/Tribal health departments need nurse 
volunteers to participate in providing immunizations and/or medications to 
susceptible persons in times of contagious disease outbreak or other public 
health disasters.  

• Overflow Hospital Shelters  - Hospitals may need 
supplemental staffing for special needs shelters and/or overflow hospital 
units.   

• Home Visiting and Community Outreach  - Agencies serving 
elders, children, or people with disabilities may have a need for nurses to 
help reach and serve these special populations. 

• Medical Phone Center  - Volunteers would conduct surveillance 
and screening activities under the direct supervision of the local public 
health jurisdiction officials. 

  
   III.         How Do I Sign Up?  - Nurses willing to participate as a disaster volunteer in  
       their community should register by clicking on the following website.  

       
      https://vhsp.dphhs.state.mt.us:8443/ems/mhmas/choosevas.jsp 
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